Government Canyon State Natural Area (GCSNA) is
a karst preserve that helps protect a portion of Cen-
tral Texas’ Edwards Aquifer recharge zone, a geo-
logic system that helps rainwater find its way under-
ground where it is stored for future use as fresh wa-
ter.

Karst features within the recharge zone can be easily
contaminated by human and animal impacts. At
GCSNA, thousands of acres (referred to as the Back-
country) lie over recharge zone, and are protected as
much as possible from these impacts.

GCSNA's remaining acreage (referred to as the
Frontcountry) lies over the drainage and artesian
zones.

The Backcountry is an environmentally fragile, sensi-
tive area and recreational use has more restrictions
than the Frontcountry.

Pets & Horses: To help protect karst ecosys-
tems, endangered species habitat, and to keep
your pet safe from harm, all domestic animals
are restricted to Frontcountry trails only.

Please help endangered species survive. Re-
spect all trail closures and other trail use in-

formation.
Leave No Trace Principles

Plan Ahead and Prepare

Travel and Camp on Durable Surfaces
Dispose of Waste Properly

Leave What You Find

Minimize Campfire Impacts

Respect Wildlife

Be Considerate of Other Visitors
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If you would like to volunteer in any way at GCSNA,
please call the Friends of Government Canyon at
(210) 688-9603.
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12861 Galm Road
San Antonio, Texas 78254
(210) 688-9055

Government Canyon is a State Natural Area
whose primary focus is resource protection and
public education about the Edwards Aquifer.
Recreational components may be restricted if
found to negatively impact any of the resources
here.






